
1  

9/28/2026 
 LAKE CITY’S DRINKING WATER IS SAFE  

D R I N K I N G  W A T E R  P R O B L E M  C O R R E C T E D  
What should I do? 

You can stop boiling your water. Lake City’s drinking water has been determined to be safe, and 
you may now use your tap water as usual. Before returning to normal use, flush your household 
plumbing by running each cold-water faucet for five minutes or until the water is noticeably 
colder. This helps draw freshly disinfected water from the City’s distribution system through 
your home’s private plumbing and helps ensure that chlorinated water has moved throughout 
the household system. For more information about flushing, visit page 3 of the Community 
Drinking Water Advisory Guidance (PDF) 
(https://www.health.state.mn.us/communities/environment/water/docs/com/dwaguidance.pdf). 

What happened? 

On Friday, September 25, the City notified residents that E. coli bacteria had been detected in a 
drinking water sample collected on Thursday, September 24, and issued a Boil Water Advisory.  

Following the positive E. coli result, Lake City Public Works and Water Department staff 
immediately began disinfecting the municipal water distribution system through chlorination. 
Crews worked overnight Friday into Saturday to carry out the disinfection process. 

Additional water-quality samples were then collected throughout the weekend and submitted 
for laboratory analysis. Follow-up testing confirmed that E. coli was no longer detected in the 
water system, allowing the City to lift the Boil Water Advisory.  

The City coordinated its response with the Minnesota Department of Health and followed the 
required disinfection, sampling, and public notification procedures throughout the event. We 
are pleased to report that we have corrected the issue. While the immediate water-quality 
concern has been resolved, the specific source of the original positive sample has not yet been 
determined and remains under review. The Drinking Water Advisory has ended. We apologize 
for any inconvenience this may have caused and thank you for your patience.  

What may be the health effects? 

The incident is resolved. However, if you experience unusual symptoms and they persist, it is 
recommended you seek medical advice.  People at increased risk should seek advice from their 
health care providers about drinking water. 

Please share this information with all the other people who drink this water, especially those 
who may not have received this notice directly (for example, people in apartments, nursing 
homes, schools, and businesses). You can do this by posting this notice in a public place or 
distributing copies by hand or mail. 

For more information 

As always, please contact Public Works Director, Mitchell Rigelman at 651-345-6851 with any 
comments or questions. 

This notice is being sent to you by CODERED. Public Water System ID #1790004 
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