
Lake City Common Council

Regular Meeting

Monday, April 9, 2012   6:00 p.m.
City Hall Council Chambers 

Members Present:
Mayor Jerry M. Dunbar, Andru Peters, Mark Spence, Matt Powers, Phil Gartner, Mary Lou Waltman, Joel Beckman
Members Absent:
None
Staff Present:
City Administrator Ron Johnson, City Clerk Kari Schreck, City Attorney Karen England, Planning & Community Development Director Rob Keehn. Public Works Director Scott Jensen
Mayor Dunbar called the meeting to order at approximately 6:00 p.m. in the Council chambers of city hall with a quorum present.

Pledge of Allegiance

Mayor Dunbar led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Introductions

Introductions were made. 
Disclose Conflicts and Relationships
None
Review and Adopt Agenda
Gartner requested to pull item 13l. Approve assessment of water service line repairs at 211 N. Lakeshore Dr. for $9,989.15 (PIN 22.00356.00).
13d Peters noted that the vote was wrong in the minutes of March 23, 2012. Correction will be made as directed.
Motion Spence seconded Waltman to approve agenda as amended.  All ayes 7-0-0.

Recognitions
Mike Willers for 20 years of service to the Lake City Fire Department

Bruce Wallerich for 20 years of service to the Lake City Fire Department

Matt Klees for 10 years of service to the Lake City Police Department
Accept 2011 Challenge Grant $5,000 from regional TZD (Towards Zero Death)  Rep. Scott McConkey
Chief Gary Majchrzak and Patrolman Matt Klees were on hand to accept the award.
Recognition of outgoing Board and Commission members
Frank Sievers – Public Safety Board, 9 years

Cheri Kramer – Economic Development Authority, 6 years

Charlene Gnotke – Heritage Preservation Commission, 3 years

Luther Berkeland – Board of Adjustments, 3 years

Robert Hyland – Planning Commission, 3 years

Proclamations 

Bike Month- May 2012

Arbor Day- April 28, 2012
Public Forum
None
Adopt Resolution 12-025 approving plans and specifications and ordering advertisement for bids for the 2012 street improvements to Monroe Street and Terrace Road
Motion Spence, second Peters to open the public hearing for the 2012 street improvements to Monroe Street and Terrace Road.  All ayes 7-0-0.

Notice of Resolution 12-025 was read aloud by Public Works Director Jensen.

Public comment:  
Lisa Fuller asked council if the industries would be assessed as well.  Public Works

Director Jensen stated that they would not be assessed as that is not the process that the city follows.
Motion Beckman, second Spence to close the public hearing for the 2012 street improvements to Monroe Street and Terrace Road.  All ayes 7-0-0.

Motion Waltman, second Powers to adopt Resolution 12-025 approving plans and specifications and ordering advertisement for bids for the 2012 street improvements to Monroe Street and Terrace Road. All ayes 7-0-0.

Waive second reading and adopt Ordinance 509 increasing garbage rates 

The monthly garbage collection rate will increase from $10.00 to $10.76 and recycling fees of $3.70 to $3.80 will bring the monthly amount per account from $13.70 to $14.56.   That is an increase of $.86 per month per household.

Second Beckman, to waive the second reading of Ordinance 509 increasing garbage rates. (First reading of Ordinance 509 was conducted at the 3/12/12 meeting, after a motion by Waltman.) All ayes 7-0-0.
Motion Spence, second Waltman to adopt Ordinance 509 increasing garbage rates.  
All ayes 7-0-0.

Adopt Resolution 12-018 delegating authority for paying certain claims
This item was tabled at the 3.12.12 Council meeting.  Staff reviewed with the Finance Director Barb Pratt and language for scheduled bond payment was added.  

Council requested that staff provide a paid invoice report as well as an unpaid invoice report is provided to council.  Gartner requested that the resolution be amended to specifically exclude capital expenditure items.  Council directed staff to amend resolution 12-018 to specifically exclude capital expenditure items.  
Motion Spence, second Waltman to adopt Resolution 12-018 delegating the authority for paying certain claims by a city administrative official as amended.  All ayes 7-0-0.
Resolution 12-020 setting a public hearing on April 9, 2012 at 6:30 pm for the 2012 City of Wabasha, Elgin, and Lake City Small Cities Development Program application. 
Conduct public hearing for joint Small Cities Development Program (SCDP) application for fiscal year 2012 funds, and adopt Resolution 12-028
Motion Beckman, second Spence to open the public hearing for the 2012 City of Wabasha, Elgin, and Lake City Small Cities Development Program application.  All ayes 7-0-0.
Joe Wheeler of SEMMCHRA read Resolution 12-020 aloud.

The Southeastern Minnesota Multi-County Housing and Redevelopment Authority (SEMMCHRA) is proposing to submit a joint application to the Small Cities Development Program (SCDP) for fiscal year 2012 funds on behalf of the cities of Wabasha, Elgin and Lake City. Funding received through this application will be used to provide housing rehabilitation deferred loans/grants to low and moderate income residents to make repairs to their home located within the city limits of one of the three communities. 

Public comment period:  none

Motion Beckman second Spence to close the public hearing for the 2012 City of   Wabasha, Elgin, and Lake City Small Cities Development Program application.   All ayes 7-0-0.

Gartner asked who the grant administrator was, and was told SEMMCHRA is the grant administrator.

Gartner asked why population was not a factor in figuring the breakout of the project funds.

The slum and blight designation condition that was noted in the resolution will be stricken as this is a residential project and not commercial.

The HRA will assist the city in with the specific grant agreement application conditions.

Motion Powers, second Spence to adopt Resolution 12-028 certifying that the City of Lake City will comply with all applicable laws, regulations and conditions as stated in the SCDP grant agreement between the City of Wabasha and the State of Minnesota as amended.  Roll call vote:  Beckman, Spence, Peters, Dunbar, Waltman, Powers voting aye; Gartner voting nay. Motion carried 6-1-0.

Conduct the first reading of Ordinance No. 510 amending Section 155.39 Variances
Motion Waltman to introduce, and conduct the first reading of Ordinance No. 510 amending the City’s Variance Requirements, as regulated in the Land Use Title of the City Code, Chapter 155, Section 155.39.  

Ordinance 510 was read aloud from Planning and Community Director Rob Keehn.

The City’s current requirements for granting variances are based on language no-longer used by the State of Minnesota in its statutory requirements for variances.  This change, effective in May of 2011, was triggered by a MN Supreme Court ruling finding that the term “undue hardship” was too burdensome for property owners, and instead variances should be evaluated using the “practical difficulty” test.  The City’s Board of Adjustment has, for the last year, been using the criteria found in the Minnesota Statute to evaluate variance requests, and Council action is needed to formally change the City’s local regulations to ensure consistency in evaluating variances.  

Authorize negotiations for renewal of contract for residential refuse service and recyclable materials services

As per City Attorney England, “garbage collection service does not fall under the requirements of 471.345 for the “sale or purchase of supplies, materials, equipment or the rental thereof…real or personal property.”  Since it is a service contract, it is not subject to competitive bidding and the City calling for RFP’s is not required.”   The city can, therefore, negotiate directly.  Once drafted, the proposed contract would be forwarded to legal for review prior to Council consideration. The city originally entered into a contract for said services with Lake City Recycling on 8/22/07 for the term of 3 years.   Through an addendum dated April 28, 2010, the city extended this contract twenty-four months, commencing June 3, 2010.   
Motion Beckman, second Powers to authorize staff to negotiate terms of a new contract for residential refuse service and recyclable materials services with Lake City Recycling, with Council having final approval. All ayes 7-0-0.

Approve cooperative agreement between City of Lake City, ISD #813 and Wabasha County for pedestrian crossing at Bluff View Elementary

It has been requested that the city, school district and county combine efforts and funding in order to complete this proposed project.  The attached agreement was provided by Wabasha County.

The agreement has been reviewed by legal.

Gartner requested that routine repairs or maintenance be included in the language under #4 of the agreement.

Motion Spence, seconded Waltman to approve a cooperative agreement between City of Lake City, ISD #813 and Wabasha County for pedestrian crossing at Bluff View Elementary as amended. All ayes 7-0-0.
Communication Updates
Library and police/ambulance facilities - schedule a meeting with a professional fundraising group – set for May 7th at 5:00 p.m.

Downtown rehab grant legal opinion
Update on boards and commission duties
Library Administrator vacancy
Consent Agenda

a. Adopt Resolution 12-026 accepting grant of $5,000 from Minnesota Department of Public      
    Safety-Office of Traffic Safety

b. Approve Council meeting minutes March 12, 2012 

c. Approve Council special meeting minutes March 26, 2012 

d. Approve Council Workshop retreat meeting minutes March 26, 2012 

e. Approve expense claims 

f. Approve parade permit for Lake City Chamber of Commerce Water Ski Days event 6-24-12 

g. Approve carnival application for Lake City Chamber of Commerce Water Ski Days event   
    6-22-12 through 06-24-12 

h. Approve a 1-4 day temporary 3.2 on sale liquor license for Lake City Chamber of Commerce

    Water Ski Days event 06-22-12 through 06-24-12 

i. Adopt Resolution 12-024 accepting the grant of $1,000 from Goodhue County Cooperative

   Electric Trust for pagers, and amending 2012 Fire Department budget 

j. Accept the donation from the sponsors of the Bar Olympics to be used for the Officer

   Schneider Memorial. 

k. Approve hiring of Sarah Kennedy as Temporary Substitute Library Aide 

l. Approve assessment of water service line repairs at 211 N. Lakeshore Dr. for $9,989.15 

   (PIN 22.00356.00) 

m. Approve moving Ryan Winter from Operator D ($17.24/hour) to Operator C ($19.28/hour)

    with appropriate amendment to the related labor union contract 

n. Accept $700 in miscellaneous donations and approve designation toward replacement of Hok

    Si-La Park entrance sign 

o. Approve the hiring of Sam Kittleson as Public Works part-time seasonal employee at

    $8.21/hour pending background check 

p. Approve purchase of public address system for Patton Park at a maximum of $3,500 from 

    Wellhaven Music

q. Adopt Resolution 12-027 accepting the grant of $2,000 from A. J. and Sigismunda Palumbo

    Charitable Trust for the summer reading program and amending the 2012 Library Budget 

r. Approve hiring of Hok-Si-La Park and Parks part-time staff for the 2012 season pending

    background checks 

s. Approve the hiring of the Marina’s 2012 seasonal employees 

t. Adopt Resolution 12-021 supporting state bond funds for freight rail fluidity and capacity   

   improvements from downtown St. Paul to Hastings 

u. Adopt Resolution 12-022 supporting submittal of FY2012 TIGER (Transportation Investment     

    Generating Economic Recovery) Grant for east metro rail yards fluidity project by Ramsey  

    County Regional Railroad Authority 

v. Adopt Resolution 12-031, a resolution in support of the Mississippi River Trail (MRT) 

    through the City of Lake City 

w. Approve change order #4 to MP Systems, Inc. for $2,000.00 for Underwood Substation 

     construction 

x. Approve hiring of Ryan Marking as Administrative EMT 

y. Approve hiring of Bobbi Falde as volunteer EMT 

z. Adopt Resolution #12-030 approving charitable gambling permit for Frontenac Sportsman 

    Club
Motion Gartner, seconded Waltman to approve the consent agenda as amended.  All ayes 7-0-0.
13 l. Approve assessment of water service line repairs at 211 N. Lakeshore Dr. for $9,989.15 

(PIN 22.00356.00) was pulled for discussion by Gartner.  Gartner is requested that the following language be inserted:  In the event of a sale, the subject of the assessment that the unpaid balance, together with accrued interest to date will be paid in full, and that all future assessments have said language as well.

Motion Gartner, seconded Waltman to approve the assessment of water service line repairs at 211 N. Lakeshore Dr. for $9989.15 (22.00356.00 and that the sale of the subject of the assessment that the unpaid balance, together with accrued interest to date will be paid in full. All ayes 7-0-0.
Miscellaneous Discussion
Gartner asked about the Hwy 61 bridge status with MnDot.  Jensen stated that the city has received no letter from them stating their intentions to correct the deficiencies the city pointed out to them in January.  Jensen will forward any remarks he receives from MnDot to the council.

The city code has been off the website while being updated.  The City Administrator stated that part if not all will be uploaded in the coming weeks.

Mayor Dunbar and Public Works Director Jensen met with Federal Mogul as the substation nears completion.

Peters noted that funding for the public library systems is in jeopardy with the state and counties.  
Spence noted that the spring soccer season is starting at Underwood Park.
Informational Reports:

Marina Board - March 6, 2012 

Planning Commission - March 6, 2012 

Public Safety Board - March 7, 2012 

Personnel Committee - March 15, 2012 

Library Board - March 19, 2012 

Ambulance Commission - March 19, 2012 

Board of Adjustments - March 19, 2012 

Street & Parks Commission - March 20, 2012 

Utility Board - March 21, 2012 

Revolving loan update- 1st quarter, 2012 

City attorney quarterly update
Future Meeting Dates:

As presented.
Adjourn
Motion Waltman, seconded Powers to adjourn at 8:25 p.m.  All ayes 7-0-0.








   











                                                                            _____________________________








 Jerry M. Dunbar, Mayor

 ATTEST:
_____________________________

Kari Schreck, City Clerk

