
 

 

Lake City Common Council 
Regular Meeting 

Monday, January 9, 2012 
Council Chambers 6:30 p.m. 

      City Hall 
 
Members Present: Mayor Jerry M. Dunbar, Andru Peters, Mark Spence, Joel Beckman, Matt 

Powers, Phil Gartner, Mary Lou Waltman 
 
Members Absent: None  
 
Staff Present: City Administrator Ron Johnson, City Clerk Kari Schreck, City Attorney 

Karen England, Planning & Community Development Director Rob Keehn. 
Public Works Director Scott Jensen 

 
Mayor Dunbar called the meeting to order at approximately 6:30 p.m. in the Council chambers of 
city hall with a quorum present. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
Mayor Dunbar led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
A moment of silence was observed for fallen Police officer Shawn Schneider who was killed in the 
line of duty. 
 
Introductions 
Introductions were made. 
 
Disclose Conflicts and Relationships 
None 
 
Review and Adopt Agenda 
Dunbar noted that  item 4e.should be  modified to  read Brittany Schneider, Police Chief Gary 
Majchrzak. 
4f.Confirm appointments to board of adjustment insert the name Dan Pritzl; 4g.Confirm appointment 
to EDA insert the name Bobby Blazer. 
Gartner requested 7a. Approve the December 12, 2011 minutes be pulled. 
Spence requested 7b Approve expense claims be pulled. 
Motion Waltman seconded Gartner to approve agenda as amended.  All ayes 7-0-0. 
 
Public Forum 
Katie Himanga spoke on her concerns regarding the ballroom. 
 
New Business: 
Conduct first reading of Ordinance 508, an Ordinance vacating a portion of West Marion Street. 
Staff is recommending the vacation of the portion of West Marion Street while retaining a utility 
easement for the maintenance of the electrical, water, and sanitary sewer utilities that cross 
through this area. AgPartners approached staff after a recent survey of their property that shows 
that the portion of West Marion Street that crosses their property had never been completely 
vacated. This un-vacated Right-of-Way (ROW) impacts their operations in that they have the 



 

 

intention of expanding the number of silos on the property. As the owner of the property on both 
sides of the ROW, AgPartners would take total ownership of the vacated land, though the City 
will retain a utility easement over a portion of it. The stub of ROW is of little value to the City 
beyond the fact that it has utilities running through it, which would be protected by the proposed 
easement. This area is not a candidate for any kind of at-grade railroad crossing, and the ROW 
across the railroad tracks has already been vacated. 
Motion Gartner to introduce, and to conduct the first reading of Ordinance No. 508, an 
ordinance vacating a portion of West Marion Street. 
  
Adopt Resolution 12-001 adopting a new Comprehensive Plan 
The update to the Comprehensive Plan began in the spring of 2009, with the assistance of a 
consulting firm. After receiving input from staff and after two public input meetings, a draft of 
the plan was provided to the City in the fall of 2009. At this time, staff and the Planning 
Commission determined that the rest of the plan revision could be performed by staff. 
The Planning Commission began work on the current version of the Comprehensive Plan in the 
spring of 2010, and conducted numerous workshop meetings through the summer and fall. A 
brief pause in the process occurred in the spring of 2011 as staff awaited the release of the 2010 
US Census. After updating the plan to reflect this new information, the Commission reviewed 
the draft and set the public hearing date. The Planning Commission conducted a public hearing 
on December 6, 2011, and voted unanimously to recommend adoption of the plan to the City 
Council. No one present at the meeting spoke in opposition. A two-thirds vote in the affirmative 
is necessary to adopt the plan Per Minnesota Statutes 462.355, Subd. 3. 
Motion Gartner, seconded Spence to adopt resolution 12-001 adopting a new 
Comprehensive Plan. All ayes 7-0-0. 
 
Elect president pro tem 
The Charter of the City of Lake City requires “that the Council shall choose from its members a 
president pro tem who shall hold office at the pleasure of the council and shall serve as president 
in the Mayor’s absence and as Mayor in case of the Mayor’s disability or absence from the City.” 
This includes presiding at Council meetings, attending ceremonial events and representing the 
City to the public. It may include public speaking and the writing of letters, memos and other 
documents. In accordance with the City Emergency Operations Plan, the mayor is responsible 
for some decision making and other specific tasks during emergencies. Prior presidents pro tem 
include these: 2005 Matt Powers; 2006 Tom Dwelle; 2007 Joel Beckman; 2008 Ray St. Martin; 
2009 Mary Lou Waltman; 2010 Mark Spence; 2011 Andru Peters. 
Motion Powers, seconded Spence to elect Council Member Phil Gartner as president pro 
tem to serve until the first Council meeting of January 2013.  All ayes 7-0-0. 
 
Adopt Resolution 12-003 setting public hearing for February 13, 2012 at 6:15 p.m. on proposal 
to adopt street reconstruction plan and intent to issue general obligation street reconstruction 
bonds 
A public hearing must be held in order for the City of Lake City Common Council to adopt a 
street reconstruction plan with the intent to issue general obligation street reconstruction bonds.  
Gartner proposed a language change in the 3rd Whereas in Resolution 12-003.  The proposed 
change is for the deletion of “at least” in the second sentence of the paragraph and the insertion 
of “over the next”.  This is language from state statute according to Gartner.  City Attorney 
England agreed to the language change. 



 

 

Motion Gartner, seconded Waltman to adopt Resolution 12-003 calling a public hearing for 
February 13, 2012 at 6:15 p.m. on the proposal to adopt a street reconstruction plan and 
the intent to issue general obligation street reconstruction bonds as amended.  
All ayes 7-0-0. 
 
Appoint committee for permanent memorial in honor of Officer Shawn Schneider   
Mayor Dunbar is requesting the appointment of this committee to explore the establishment of a 
permanent memorial in honor of Officer Shawn Schneider, who, in the line of duty, lost his life 
on December 30, 2011 as a result of a gunshot on December 19, 2011. 
Motion Spence, seconded Powers to appoint the following to a committee for a permanent 
memorial in honor of Officer Shawn Schneider:  Brittany Schneider, Police Chief Gary 
Majchrzak.  All ayes 7-0-0. 
 
Confirm appointment to the Board of Adjustments to replace the unexpired term of Roger 
Forland 
The mayor announced at the beginning of the meeting he is requesting consideration of Dan 
Pritzl for the vacant position.  Pursuant to 2.02 of the Lake City Charter, each year the Mayor 
presents to the City Council a list of persons for appointment.  No board or commission member 
shall serve more than three full consecutive terms.   The term will run from the appointment date 
through March 1, 2012.  This new term will be a partial 1 term.   
Motion Beckman, second Powers to confirm the appointment of Dan Pritzl to the Board of 
Adjustments to replace the unexpired term of Roger Forland.  All ayes 7-0-0. 
 
Confirm appointment to the Economic Development Authority 
The mayor announced at the beginning of the meeting he is requesting consideration of Bobby 
Blazer for the vacant position.  Article V- Membership- of the EDA Bylaws states that “The 
Commissioners of the Authority shall consist of two representatives of the Lake City Common 
Council, two representatives of the Lake City Area Chamber of Commerce and three members at 
large.”  
Motion Gartner, second Powers to confirm the appointment of Bobby Blazer to the 
Economic Development Authority for 2012-2017.  All ayes 7-0-0. 
 
Update on Board and Commission duties 
The Council has had continuing discussions regarding the duties and powers of City Boards and 
Commissions since May 2011.  The City Attorney has continued to work on creating a red-lined 
or highlighted copy of recommended language in Chapter 30.  The City Attorney is also 
reviewing materials from the League of Minnesota Cities, other Charter Cities in Minnesota, in 
particular with regard to the duties of the Library Board, as well as the Minnesota Public Library 
Trustee Handbook.  The City Attorney stated that it should be ready for the February meeting.  
Council requested that the document be circulated before that packet so council would have time 
to review. 
 
City facilities project – Police and EMS Update 
On September 26, 2011, the City Council approved hiring RA Morton to draft plans for the 
proposed Police/EMS building and to provide construction estimates for the project. Preston 
Euerle of RA Morton worked with staff to determine the facility needs, and drafted the feasibility 
report accordingly. The cost estimates show the difference between the costs of phasing the 



 

 

project versus building it all at once, and include the types of construction for each. The high 
estimate for two-phased construction is $5,332,231. The high estimate for building all at once is 
$4,809,831. The report provides costs for construction in 2012. An assumed 3.5% per year 
inflation would add approximately $175,000 per year.  After discussion, the council set a retreat 
meeting on January 23 at 5:00 p.m. to discuss this.   
Motion Waltman, second Gartner to set January 23, 2012 as a retreat workshop meeting to 
discuss the city facilities project.  All ayes 7-0-0. 
 
Approve plans and specifications and advertise for bids the 2012 water main replacement project 
One block of S. Prairie and one block of S. Garden are scheduled to have existing 4” water main 
replaced with 6” water main. Replacement of these sections of water main will complete the 
replacement of all undersized water mains in the city, improving fire flows in the areas. 
The project is planned to be bid and awarded under the Best Value Contracting method. 
Project plans are available for viewing at City Hall. Engineer’s estimate for the project is 
$100,000 with the 2012 budget at $150,000. 
Motion Beckman, seconded Spence to approve plans and specifications and advertise for 
bids the 2012 water main replacement project. All ayes 7-0-0. 
 
Appoint Best Value Contracting Committee for 2012 water main replacement and state aid 
projects 
To make the Best Value Contracting process work most efficiently, it is recommended that a 
BVC Committee be established.  The Committee’s duties include such activities as 
recommending bidding evaluation criteria, attending a pre-bid conference and conducting and 
rating interviews of contractors.  It is essential that members of this committee be available for 
daytime meetings.  As this Committee would be advisory to Council, the meeting dates and 
times will be posted in a timely fashion.     
Motion Waltman, seconded Powers to appoint the following to the 2012 water main 
replacement and state aid projects best value contracting (BVC) committee:  Council 
Member Gartner, Council Member Peters, Public Works Director Scott Jensen, City 
Administrator Ron Johnson and Bill Anderson (Yaggy Colby Associates).   All ayes 7-0-0. 
 
ISD 813 School Supt Dr. Craig Junker addressed the council with an update on the school 
building project, and thank you to the community for the continued support.  The $21 million 
dollar project was completed on budget and on time. 
 
2012 Street project timelines  
2012 Mill & Overlay; 2) 2012 MSAS Reconstruction; 3) 2012 Water Main Replacement  were 
presented to the council. 
Motion Gartner, seconded Waltman to approve the timelines of the 2012 Mill & Overlay; 
2) 2012 MSAS reconstruction; 3) 2012 water main replacement as presented to council.   
All ayes 7-0-0.     
 
Resolution 12-004 requesting MnDOT properly re-install approximately 900 feet of guardrail 
extending south from the southeast corner of Gilbert Creek Bridge 
Guardrail extending south from the southeast corner of Gilbert Creek Bridge was incorrectly 
installed leaving no access to the pedestrian portion of the bridge from the south or the shoulder 
of the road behind the guardrail.  Proper guardrail placement would leave significant paved 



 

 

surface behind the guardrail and provide access to the pedestrian portion of the new bridge.  
Correct placement per the project plans would put the guardrail 11’ from the driving lane.  It 
currently ranges from 13’ to 21’ from that lane.  The City of Lake City is requesting the guardrail 
be properly installed following the installation of the permanent striping in 2012.  The city feels 
that the cost should be borne by the contractor/ MnDOT.     
Motion Gartner seconded Peters to adopt Resolution 12-004 requesting MnDOT properly 
re-install approximately 900 feet of guardrail extending south from the southeast corner of 
Gilbert Creek Bridge.  All ayes 7-0-0. 
 
Communications Updates 
Pirates Landing code enforcement update - Director of Planning/Community Development  
City facilities project update - Library 
Update on agreement with West Central Wisconsin Biosolids Commission - City Attorney 
England 
Update traffic warning/control device on Lakewood Ave. near Bluffview School- Public Works 
Director Jensen 
Update for Design Review Committee to work on a potential decorative lighting project for the 
City Hall Ballroom- Director of Planning & Community Development Keehn 
 
Consent Agenda 
Approve December 12, 2011 Council regular meeting minutes  pulled Gartner 
Approve expense claims pulled Spence 
Resolution12-002 recertifying the amount of the 7th Street special assessment for 219 N. 7th 
Street. 
Approve Hok-Si-La Park trail grooming contract with DNR 
Confirm re-appointment to EDA 
Confirm appointments of 2012 Council liaisons to boards & commissions 
Confirm 2012 Council board/committee appointments 
Designate official newspaper and official depositories for 2012 
Adopt Resolution 12-005 accepting the donation from St. Mark's Episcopal Church 
Approve 2012 license applications : 
Glenn Klair Plumbing & Heating Inc., PO Box 359, Red Wing, MN 55066 
Superior Companies of Minnesota, Inc. – 1244 60th Ave NW, Rochester, MN 55901 
PLAAS, Incorporated – 1427 Old West Main St., Red Wing, MN 55066 
Ed’s Plumbing & Heating – 1001 N 7th St, Lake City, MN 55041 
Approve the carryover of $42,669.07 from the Fire Department 2011 budget to the 2012 
Emergency Management capital outlay budget. 
Approve hiring of Kim Gravos, Ryan Lucas, and Anthony Cox as EMT's 
Motion Gartner, seconded Spence to approve the consent agenda as amended.  All ayes  
7-0-0. 
 
Approve December 12, 2011 Council regular meeting minutes 
Gartner requested that the minutes be amended to read under item 3f, Approve city administrator 
performance evaluation to read, Motion Waltman, seconded Powers to approve City 
Administrator Ron Johnson’s annual performance review as being acceptable performance 
review to include ‘as amended’.   



 

 

Motion Gartner, seconded Waltman to approve the inclusion of the wording as amended.  
All ayes 7-0-0. 
 
Approve the expense claims 
Spence requested that this be pulled for clarification on a purchase from the Library from The 
Library Store.  Staff will review. 
Motion Waltman, seconded Powers to approve the expense claims.  All ayes 7-0-0. 
 
Miscellaneous Discussion 
Gartner is requesting the City Attorney provide at the February meeting the information she has from 
the League regarding sidewalk closings. 
Waltman requested that an update on the excess EDA funds be presented to council in February. 
Waltman requested a status report on the revolving loan delinquency. Powers requested what 
business had property and equipment as collateral. 
Waltman requested that an update be provided on SHERCO.  What does SMMPA say on rate 
increases, does the city have an escape clause in our contract; is there insurance that factors in? 
Dunbar thanked the community, staff and those from surrounding communities who stepped up and 
pitched in over the past several weeks during a very difficult time.   
Peters stated that there is increased support from the state with regard to bike/ and pedestrian trails in 
the state. 
Beckman thanked the mayor for his leadership during this difficult time for our community. 
Beckman noted that he will not be at the February 13th council meeting. 
 
Informational Reports:  
The Tree survey report from MN Dept of Natural Resources was presented to council.  Street/Parks 
Commission will review the report and recommendations. 
Other reports as presented.     
 
Future Meeting Dates: 
As presented. 
        
Adjourn 
Motion Beckman, seconded Powers to adjourn at 9:12 p.m.  All ayes 7-0-0. 
          
                
                                                                             _____________________________ 
        Jerry M. Dunbar, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
_____________________________ 
Kari Schreck, City Clerk 


