
 

 

Lake City Common Council 

Regular Meeting 

Monday, December 9, 2013   6:00 p.m. 

City Hall Council Chambers  

       

Members Present: Mayor Joel Beckman, Andru Peters, Phil Gartner, Mark Spence, Matt 

Powers, Mary Lou Waltman, Gene Durand 

 

Members Absent: None 

 

Staff Present: City Administrator Ron Johnson, City Attorney Sarah Sonsalla, Planning 

and Community Development Director Rob Keehn, City Clerk Kari 

Schreck, Public Works Director Scott Jensen, EDA Executive Director 

Erin Sparks, Police Chief Cory Kubista, Ambulance Director Gail 

Riemersma, Finance Director Barbara Pratt 

 

Mayor Beckman called the meeting to order at approximately 6:00 p.m. in the Council chambers 

of city hall with a quorum present. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Mayor Beckman led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Introductions 

Introductions were made.  

 

Review and adopt/amend agenda 

Motion by Spence, second by Gartner to approve the agenda as presented. All ayes 7-0-0. 

 

Public Forum 

None 

 

Adopt Resolution 13-079 certifying 2013 Property Tax Levy payable in 2014 

The City of Lake City is required by Minnesota Statute 275.07, on or before December 28, 2013, 

to certify to the home county the levy for the following year. The City of Lake City annually 

prepares budgets and adopts the levy to fund the budgets. 

Motion Waltman second Spence to adopt Resolution 13-079 certifying the 2013 Property 

Tax Levy payable in 2014. Roll call vote: Durand aye, Spence aye, Peters nay, Beckman 

aye, Waltman aye, Powers aye, Gartner aye. Motion carried 6-1-0. 

 

Adopt Resolution 13-080 approving General Fund revenue and expenditure budget for 2014 

The City of Lake City is required by Minnesota Statute 275.07, on or before December 28, 2013, 

to adopt the budget for the following year. The General Fund Department Heads prepared the 

2014 revenue and expenditure budget for 2014 to be reviewed by the City Council. 

Motion Spence, second Powers to adopt Resolution 13-080 approving the General Fund 

revenue budget for 2014 and the General Fund expenditure budget for 2014. 



 

 

Roll call vote: Durand aye, Spence aye, Peters nay, Beckman aye, Waltman aye, Powers 

aye, Gartner aye. Motion carried 6-1-0. 

 

Adopt Resolution 13-081 approving Library Fund revenue and expenditure budget for 2014 

The City of Lake City is required by Minnesota Statute 275.07, on or before December 28, 2013, 

to adopt the budget for the following year. The Library Administrator prepared the 2014 revenue 

and expenditure budget for 2014 to be reviewed by the City Council. 

Motion Spence second Powers to adopt Resolution 13-081 approving the Library Fund 

revenue budget for 2014 and the Library Fund expenditure budget for 2014 

Roll call vote: Durand aye, Spence aye, Peters aye, Beckman aye, Waltman aye, Powers 

aye, Gartner aye. Motion carried 7-0-0. 

 

Adopt Resolution 13-082 approving utility funds’ revenue and expenditure budgets for 2014 

Annually the City of Lake City adopts the budgets for the utilities funds’ operating revenues and 

expenditures. The Public Works Director prepared the 2014 revenue and expenditure budgets for 

the utilities funds for review by the City Council. 

Motion Gartner, second Waltman to adopt Resolution 13-082 approving the utilities funds’ 

revenue budgets for 2014 and the utilities funds expenditure budgets for 2014. 

Roll call vote: Durand aye, Spence aye, Peters nay, Beckman aye, Waltman aye, Powers 

aye, Gartner aye. Motion carried 6-1-0. 

 

Adopt Resolution 13-083 approving Marina Fund revenue and expenditure budget for 2014 

Annually the City of Lake City adopts the budget for the Marina Fund operating revenues and 

expenditures. The Marina Administrator prepared the 2014 revenue and expenditure budgets for 

the Marina fund for review by the City Council. 

Motion Spence, second Waltman to adopt Resolution 13-083 approving the Marina Fund 

revenue budget for 2014 and the Marina Fund expenditure budget for 2014. 

Roll call vote: Durand aye, Spence aye, Peters aye, Beckman aye, Waltman aye, Powers 

aye, Gartner aye. Motion carried 7-0-0. 

 

Adopt Resolution 13-084 approving Municipal Building Fund revenue and expenditure budget 

for 2014 

Annually the City of Lake City adopts the budget for the Municipal Building Fund operating 

revenues and expenditures. The City Administrator and the Finance Director prepared the 2014 

revenue and expenditure budgets for the Municipal Building fund for review by the City 

Council. 

Motion Durand,  second Powers to adopt Resolution 13-084 approving the Municipal 

Building Fund revenue budget for 2014 and the Municipal Building Fund expenditure 

budget for 2014.  Roll call vote: Durand aye, Spence aye, Peters aye, Beckman aye, 

Waltman aye, Powers aye, Gartner aye. Motion carried 7-0-0. 
 

Adopt Resolution 13-085 approving EDA revenue and expenditure budget for 2014 

The City of Lake City adopts the budget for the EDA as part of the year-end financial 

procedures. The EDA Director prepared the 2014 revenue and expenditure budgets for the EDA 

fund for review by the City Council.  



 

 

Motion Spence, second Powers to adopt Resolution 13-085 approving the EDA revenue 

budget for 2014 and the EDA Fund expenditure budget for 2014.  Roll call vote: Durand 

aye, Spence aye, Peters aye, Beckman aye, Waltman aye, Powers aye, Gartner aye. Motion 

carried 7-0-0. 
 

Adopt Resolution 13-088 amending 2013 General Fund (Police) line item budgets 

Line items listed in Resolution 13-088 have not exceeded the line item budget; however, due to 

purchases that need to be made, it is necessary to shift monies before items are purchased.  These 

monies have already been accounted for and there is no net change in the budget.  

The request to transfer $3,500.00 from Overtime to Operating is to cover two computers and 

office supplies, new uniform patches for the department, and any overage that may occur as a 

result of gas prices. The annual cost of membership in the Drug Task Force is $6,000.  The 

$3,500.00 from Overtime to Contractual is to cover the remaining monies needed. 

The $2,000.00 from Maintenance and Repair to Tools and Equipment is for ammunition 

necessary for training before the end of the year 

Motion Waltman, second Powers to adopt Resolution 13-088 amending 2013 General Fund 

(Police) line item budgets.  Roll call vote: Durand aye, Spence aye, Peters aye, Beckman 

aye, Waltman aye, Powers aye, Gartner aye. Motion carried 7-0-0. 

 

Adopt Resolution 13-090 amending 2013 General Fund (City Administrator) budget 

The city administrator is requesting this budget amendment to facilitate the purchase of a new 

desktop computer to replace a 5 ½ year-old system.  The City Administrator Professional 

Services line item budget by $600 would be reduced, and increase the City Admin Operation 

supplies by $600.00 

Motion Gartner, seconded Spence to adopt Resolution 13-090 amending the 2013 General 

Fund (City Administrator) budget.  All ayes 7-0-0. 

 

Approve purchase agreement with Central Bank for purchase of land in Eaglewood Estates 5
th

 

Addition 

Central Bank is offering  to quitclaim 2 outlots in the Eaglewood Estates Fifth Addition to the 

City and sell their remaining parcels (7 twin home lots + 6 single family lots) for $25,000 + 

outstanding 2013 property taxes of $11,640.20, for a total purchase price of $36,640.20.  

The Lake City EDA recommended approval of the purchase at their 11/21/13 special meeting. 

An important item to note, and one that is listed in the purchase agreement, is that the sale would 

be contingent on the review of the land acquisition by the Planning Commission. Also note that 

the city would receive distribution of a portion of the outstanding property taxes (estimated at 

$4,600). The City Attorney drafted the purchase agreement.  Approval of this would authorize 

the expenditure of $36,640.20. These funds could be borrowed from either the Revolving Loan 

Fund which has a cash balance of $298,574 or the EDA Reserve Fund which will have an 

estimated cash balance of $81,372 once 2013 budgeted transfers from the electric utility and 

marina are made later this month.   Council determined that the amount should come from the 

Revolving Loan Fund. 

Motion Durand, second Peters to approve the purchase agreement with Central Bank for 

purchase of land in the Eaglewood Estates 5th Addition for $25,000, plus payment of 

outstanding 2013 property taxes as determined at the December 20, 2013 closing date, with 

all funds coming from the Revolving Loan Fund. 



 

 

Roll call vote: Durand aye, Spence aye, Peters aye, Beckman aye, Waltman nay, Powers 

nay, Gartner aye. Motion carried 5-2-0. 

 

Adopt Resolution 13-078 adopting fees and service charges for 2014 

Annually, fees and service charges are established and adopted by resolution.  The proposed 

resolution establishing said fees and charges for 2014 is being submitted for Council adoption at 

this time.   

Motion Gartner, seconded  Peters to adopt Resolution 13-078 adopting fees and service 

charges for 2014.   All ayes 7-0-0. 

 

Approve City Clerk Schreck’s attendance at IIMC conference in Milwaukee WI, in May of 2014 

and adopt Resolution 13-091 to facilitate funding of attendance 

In August of this year, City Clerk Schreck completed the requirements to earn the CMC 

(Certified Municipal Clerk) designation from IIMC (International Institute of Municipal Clerks).  

There are requirements to maintain this designation as well as the opportunity to continue on and 

earn the MMC (Master Municipal Clerk).  Ms. Schreck had been working toward receiving her 

CMC designation for some time, and she was notified of her successful designation this year.  

Therefore, she did not budget for attendance to this conference in 2013 not knowing that she 

would receive the CMC designation. The request to move $2500.00 from 2013 Clerk 

miscellaneous budget line to the 2014 budget travel schools & conferences at this time. 

Motion Spence, second Waltman, to approve attendance by City Clerk Kari Schreck at the 

IIMC conference in Milwaukee, WI in May of 2014 and adopt resolution 13-091 moving 

$2500.00 from the 2013 clerk miscellaneous budget line to the 2014 clerk travel schools & 

conference line.   All ayes 7-0-0. 

 

Adopt Resolution 13-086 amending 2013 Public Works line item budgets 

Line items in Water, Wastewater and Electric have or will exceed budget by year-end and must 

be amended by resolution. Water capital has exceeded due to capital expenses in equipment and 

distribution system upgrades, largely due to work completed prior to street reconstruction 

projects. Wastewater has exceeded in treatment repairs due to age of equipment (replacement of 

PLC controller and variable frequency drive, resealing interior of clarifier and SCADA system 

repairs).  Wastewater operating repairs have exceeded budget due to street reconstruction 

projects. Electric operating supplies and contractual have exceeded budget due to extensive 

repair work throughout 2013. The requested amendments are made internally to the funds (no net 

budget change) in Wastewater and Electric.  The Water fund amendment will be covered from 

reserves. 

Motion Gartner, second Powers to adopt Resolution 13-086 amending 2013 Public Works 

line item budgets.  All ayes 7-0-0. 

 

Adopt Resolution 13-095 amending 2013 Library Budget 

The library book/periodical line item is going to exceed the budget amount by $1,483.51 for the 

2013 year.   A decrease in 210-45210-390 Contractual line item budget and an increase in 210-

45210-240 Books/Periodicals line item budget will cover the shortfall. 

Motion Gartner, second Powers to adopt Resolution 13-095 amending the 2013 Library 

budget by moving $1,483.51 from Contractual 210-45210-390 to Books/Periodicals 210-

45210-240.  All ayes 7-0-0. 



 

 

 

 

Accept proposal from Health Partners for 4 tier insurance for 2014 

By state statute, municipalities must solicit insurance proposals every 5 years.  Staff began 

preparing for the RFP process in July of this year.  The city’s broker, AT Group, sent out 

requests for proposals for 2, 3 and 4 tier plans.  Various forms of proposals were received 

through six health insurance providers. The employee insurance committee reviewed the 

recommendations.  There was interest for both the 2 tier plan and 4 tier plans.  The Personnel 

Committee recommendation is to approve the 4 tier plan as it provides flexibility for employees 

(existing and potential recruits) and the potential for requirements under the Affordable Care 

Act.   They understood that there were differences of opinions from employees as to the 

preferred tier system.  The overall savings to the city is an 11% decrease in premium costs to the 

city and its employees with either plan. 

Motion Peters, second Waltman to approve HealthPartners Insurance 4 tier proposal as 

recommended by Personnel Committee effective January 1, 2014.   All ayes 7-0-0. 

 
Introduce and conduct first reading of an ordinance amending Chapter 114 of Lake City Municipal 

Code Relating to Taxicabs  

The City has the authority by ordinance to license or regulate taxicabs or small vehicle passenger 

service pursuant to Minnesota Statutes Section 412.221, subdivision 20.  State law requires that the 

ordinance must at least provide for driver qualifications, insurance, vehicle safety, and periodic 

vehicle inspections. The Ordinance amending Chapter 114 defines a taxicab, provides conditions for 

the application and issuance of a taxicab license, prohibits the transfer of a taxicab license without 

the consent of the City Council, requires that taxicab services comply with all applicable laws, sets 

requirements for taxicab fees, restricts the number of taxicab passengers, makes licensees responsible 

for driver qualifications and conduct, and vehicle safety and inspections, provides for the return of 

lost property, increases insurance requirements, allows drivers licensed by other cities to travel in the 

City, and includes provisions for penalties and license suspension and revocation. The City Attorney 

has drafted the proposed ordinance in consultation with the City Clerk.   

Motion Powers to conduct the first reading of Ordinance No. 528 Amending Chapter 114 

of the Lake City Municipal Code Relating to Taxicabs. 

 

Motion Gartner, second Powers to waive the reading of Ordinance No. 528.  7-0-0. 

 

Motion Gartner, second Peters to adopt Resolution 13-094 authorizing publication of 

Ordinance No.528 by title and summary. All ayes 7-0-0. 
 

Unfinished Business 

Approve agreement with MSR Design to provide full architectural services for renovation of 

Lake City Public Library  

At the 10/14 meeting, Council directed staff to obtain a proposal from MSR Design for the 

provision of architectural services to complete an expansion of the library.  At the 11/12 meeting, 

Council approved the proposal received and directed the City Administrator to work with the 

City Attorney to provide an agreement for Council approval.  Associated costs will be included 

as part of the entire project budget. 

Motion Gartner, second Spence to approve the agreement with MSR Design to provide full 

architectural services for renovation of Lake City Public Library.  All ayes 7-0-0. 



 

 

 

Approve agreement with R.A. Morton to provide construction management services for 

renovation of the Lake City Public Library 

At the 10/14 meeting, Council directed staff to obtain a proposal from R.A. Morton for the 

provision of construction management services to complete an expansion of the library.  At the 

11/12 meeting, Council approved the proposal received and directed the City Administrator to 

work with the City Attorney to provide an agreement for Council approval. Associated costs will 

be included as part of the entire project budget. 

Motion Spence, second Gartner to approve the agreement with R.A. Morton to provide 

construction management services for the renovation of the Lake City Public Library.  All 

ayes 7-0-0. 

 

7. Consent Agenda 

a. Approve special City Council minutes 10.21.13  

b. Approve special City Council minutes 11.12.13  

c. Approve regular City Council minutes 11.12.13  

d. Approve expense claims 11.7.13-12.4.13  

e. Confirm the reappointment of Mark Fayette to the Economic Development 

Authority  

f. Approve GIS Agreement with Goodhue County  

g. Adopt Resolution 13-087 exempting certain sidewalks from snow removal 

requirements for 2013-2014  

h. Approve Minnesota Deferred Compensation program availability to full-time 

employees  

i. Approve agreement for Springsted to conduct employee classification and 

compensation study  

j. Approve 2014 license applications  

k. Adopt Resolution 13-089 requesting Goodhue County not designate Lake City as 

an absentee voting location  

l. Approve hiring Greg Gardner as volunteer EMT  

m. Clarify hourly pay rate for EMT Administrative Assistant Jacob Kolander  

n. Approve moving Ryan Winter from Operator C ($22.36) to Operator B 

($22.69/hour)  

o. Approve 2013-2015 Hok-Si-La Park trail grooming contract with DNR  

p. Approve pay certificate #5 to Monarch Paving, Inc. for 2013 street reconstruction 

for $69,968.76  

q. Approve membership to Southeastern MN Narcotics/Drug Task Force  

r. Adopt Resolution 13-092 accepting donation of $10,209 from Horizon Milling 

LLC to purchase Thermal Imaging Camera  

s. Adopt Resolution 13-093 accepting donation of $50.00 from SEMA Equipment 

(Southeast MN Agriculture) to purchase new equipment and amending 2013 budget  

 

Motion Durand, second Powers to approve the consent agenda as presented.  All ayes 7-0-0. 

 

Communication Updates: 

Food Shelf update 



 

 

Mr. Keehn provided a summary of the options that staff had reviewed for the food shelf location.  

A preliminary review shows that the existing site would be suitable. A new structure could be 

built in place of the old Public Works shed while leaving the existing food shelf in use. Once 

construction is complete the food shelf could move over and its current structure would be 

removed for more parking. A cost estimate for demolition and construction was provided at 

approximately $50,000, with additional cost related to HVAC and any other incidental 

improvements. The Council directed staff by consensus to pursue this option. 

 

Joint Planning Board 

Powers and duties of the board are unclear until direction is given from the County Attorney. 

After discussion of council, it was determined that Lake City should continue to be on this board 

to  assist in guiding the city in the future direction on issues that overlap between the city and 

Wabasha County. 

Motion Gartner, second Waltman the Lake City Council recommends the continuation of 

the joint planning board provided it accepts and implements the responsibilities for which 

it was organized by MN law.  All ayes 7-0-0. 

 

Discuss city administrator performance review 

The city administrator per council’s request will distribute last year’s goals from his performance 

review to council members.   The council would also like to review the ICMA 360 review 

summary.   Discussion and input from all council members is needed.  No formal guidelines will 

be provided, direction was given to for council members to provide written comments to Mayor, 

and the Mayor will summarize for the review. Comments must be to the Mayor written or by 

email by January 6
th

, 2014. 

At this time, January 16, 2014 at 5:00 p.m. will be the city administrator evaluation meeting. 

 

Miscellaneous Discussion 

The Mayor reminded the public that the CP Rail holiday train will be arriving in Lake City on 

December 11
th

 about 8:45 p.m. This is a great community event supporting the Lake City Food 

Shelf. 

Council member Durand inquired whether or not physicals are required of Ambulance personnel.  

The City Administrator was directed to find out and let council know.   

 

Informational Reports- as presented 

Council member Powers noted that in the Ambulance Commission minutes, the commission 

made a motion to request the city council pursue getting Law Main added to all ambulance 

vehicle radios. They stated that there are safety issues with Wabasha County Sheriff not allowing 

for access, monitoring only, to the channel.  Ambulance personnel now do not know what the 

situation is, as they arrive on the scene.   By council consensus, the City Administrator was 

directed to get a written response from the Sheriff as to why this is not being permitted, and to 

also invite him to the January 13
th

 council meeting.  Council supports the Ambulance 

Commission request for access to the Law Main Channel. 

 

Future Meeting Dates- as presented 

 



 

 

Motion Powers, second Spence to close the meeting pursuant to MN Statute 13d.03 (Subd 

1b) to discuss labor negotiation strategies at 7:44 p.m.  All ayes 7-0-0.  

 

The meeting was reopened at 8:03 

 

Motion Powers, second Waltman to adjourn at 8:05 pm.  7-0-0. 

 

 

 

 

        

       ____________________________ 

           Joel T. Beckman, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

_____________________________  

Kari Schreck, City Clerk 


